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Abstract

The aim of this study was to investigate the emotional changes of the mothers who had lost their
children caused by cancer from the early stage of the disease. Semi-structured interviews were held
with 5 mothers who had lost their children within the last 5 years, and the qualitative and descriptive
analysis were performed.

From those analysis, we found seven emotional categories, such as regret or feeling of helplessness,
asking the emotional support for their children or themselves, hope for the best treatment, distrust/
discontent or desire for the medical service, waver of trust and gratitude for the nurses, deep sadness
without healing, and the way of life found through the loss of the child.

In conclusion, the mothers had experienced the complicated emotional changes from the early
stage of disease through the death of their children. After that, they were looking for the way of life
that would be worthy of their experience. We should consider such emotional changes and continue to

support them.
Key words: Childhood Cancer, Mother, Child death, Experience
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