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Abstract

Knowledge and attitudes about human papillomavirus
and HPV vaccines among undergraduate students.

Hiroki OHMI, Hiroe ISHIKAWA, Naoko TAKAHASHI,
Chieko KATO, Kazuko HARIMOTO, Hitomi HUNANE,
Yoshiko YUKI, Martin MEADOWS, Kazuyuki TERAYAMA

Health and Welfare Center, Nayoro City University.
CAMPUS HEALTH, 48 (2), 163—168, 2011
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When distributing pamphlets on cervical cancer prevention published by the Japanese National University
Council of Health Administration Facilities, we undertook an anonymous questionnaire survey on the knowledge
and attitudes of undergraduate students at Nayoro City University regarding the human papillomavirus (HPV)
and HPV vaccine, in order to raise awareness of them.

Response rates were 69.9% among women, and 42.1% among men. Only 14.0% of women and 17.6% of
men had ever heard of the role of HPV on cervical cancer. Only 29.6% of women and 19.6% of men had ever
heard of the approval of HPV vaccines. A predictor of lower knowledge was male gender. Among women,
predictors of higher knowledge were majoring in nursing, higher grades and having a sexual partner. Most
female students indicated a desire to receive vaccines in principle, however when the cost and effort involved
were considered, only about one-third said they would be willing to get the vaccine. A higher acceptability was
associated with majoring in nursing, but not with having a sexual partner.

Implementing education initiatives on HPV and augmenting public financial support will be needed to

increase HPV vaccination utilization.
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