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Summary

Liver transplantation:
where it's been and where it's going.
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In the United States, more than 6000 cases of cadaveric
liver transplantation (DDLT) are routinely performed per
year. More than 1 candidate of 7 on the waiting list will die
as a result of organ shortage. To resolve this problem,
DDLT using marginal donors such as those with old and
fatty livers has been attempted. On the other hand, more
than 6000 cases of living donor liver transplantation
(LDLT) have occurred at more than 60 Japanese institu-
tions. The survival rate for LDLT in Japan compares
favorably with that for DDLT in Western countries. Half of
the living donors have, however, many health problems
after donation. In our country, the number of DDLT has
increased to more than 60 cases a year after the revision of
the Organ Transplant Act. We should devote our energies
to promoting organ donation because the number of DDLT
in our country is 1% of that in the United States.
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