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Effects of Azelnidipine on an Animal Model of Ischemic Heart Disease

Kazuo Ichihara and Kumi Satoh*

*Department of Pharmacology, Hokkaido College of Pharmacy

Effects of azelnidipine on ischemic myocardium were examined in anesthetized open—chest
dogs. The left anterior descending coronary artery was ligated for 20 min, and then released for 60
min. Myocardial contractile function was assessed by segment shortening determined with sonomi-
crometry. Ischemia significantly decreased myocardial contraction in ischemic area in all groups.

The contractile function that had been decreased by ischemia recovered during reperfusion, but
incompletely. Azelnidipine at 0.1 and 0.3 mg/kg significantly enhanced the recovery of contraction

during reperfusion.
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