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Competence Utilized by Nurses in Qutpatient
Chemotherapy Nursing

MATSUDA Naomi ©  ABE Syuko **

Abstract

Objective: This study aims to identify the competence used in chemotherapy nursing by nurses relocated from wards to
the outpatient chemotherapy unit.

Methods: Semi-structured interviews were conducted with mid-career nurses working in an outpatient chemotherapy
unit of two hospitals in City X for more than one year. The data were qualitatively and descriptively analyzed.

Results: Participants were nine nurses (mean lengths of nursing experience: 15.8 £ 4.66 years; of outpatient
chemotherapy: 4 £ 2.21 years). We identified 422 codes, 65 subcategories, and 8 categories including ‘Competence to
perceive differences between the outpatient chemotherapy nursing and own current evaluation,” ‘Competence to develop
themselves to meet the requirement of outpatient chemotherapy,” ‘Competence to collect information necessary for
outpatient chemotherapy nursing in a short period of time,” ‘Competence to provide reliable outpatient chemotherapy,
‘Competence to assist in self-care for patients undergoing outpatient chemotherapy,” ‘Competence to help patients
continue cancer treatment, ‘Competence to facilitate information sharing in/outside the outpatient chemotherapy unit,’
and ‘Competence to lead the institutional outpatient chemotherapy nursing with expertise.’

Conclusion: There were competences that were utilized immediately after the relocation to outpatient chemotherapy
units, and that enable the nurses to continue to improve their own professional knowledge and skills engaging in daily

nursing care.

outpatient chemotherapy, competence, mid-career nurses

* Department of Nursing, Asahikawa Medical University
** Department of Nursing, Asahikawa Medical University (former affiliation)
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